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Palisades Rec Center Building Renovation Survey

SUMMARY FINDINGS Executive Summary Results

* 449 DC residents took the survey, and 99% of the respondents are from the Palisades —
indicating strong local interest in the future of the Palisades Rec Center Building.

* The five most sought after enhancements are renovated bathrooms with outside access,
meeting & activity space, a fitness room space, ping pong/foosball tables and a gymnasium.

* A gymnasium large enough to support a middle school-size basketball court is most preferred
with 56% supporting and 44% opposing.

* 87% of respondents prefer not to preserve the current building or support preserving only
some of the current building facade. 13% of respondents prefer to preserve all or most of the
current building.

* 79% of respondents care about preserving the large tree in back of the current building, and
81% of respondents care about retaining walking paths in back of the current building.

* Respondents favor a Neighborhood Center scale building (7,500-15,000 SF) with 76%
supporting and 24% opposing. The next most popular option is the Community Center scale
(15,000-30,000 SF) with 60% supporting and 40% opposing.

* Over 90% of respondents favor a design that complements the terrain of the site, that is
energy efficient and that mimics the character of the Palisades neighborhood.

» Traffic flow (81%) and parking (84%) are the primary areas of potential concern among the
survey respondents. Also, 78% of respondents think it’s important that the final building plan
be dependent upon results of a traffic and parking study.
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Profile of Survey Respondents

449 DC Residents Participated in the Survey

An additional 6 non-DC residents participated, but their responses are not considered in this report

Survey Background

* Opened from February 25, 2015 to
March 16, 2015

* Promoted with lawn signs, Northwest
Current article, multiple community list
serves, PCA website and community
meeting announcements

* Operated using Survey Monkey technology

* Limited to 1 entry per person
(no evidence of tampering)

* Sponsored by the Palisades Citizens
Association

Neighborhood Representation

Other DC Neighborhoods (6)
1.3%

|

Other DC Neighborhoods

Cathedral Heights
Tenleytown/AU Park

Georgetown
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Q. Are you also answering on behalf of a child who Q. If you use the building now, how do you
lives with you? primarily travel there?
Responding for Children, Too Age of Respondents Method of Transportation

Public Transportation 0.2%

30%

25%
20%
15%
10%
5% I
0%
w H

.

8T 49pun |

vzo18T

v€ 01 9C

vro1s

S 019

¥9 01 55

v, o1 so
sepjosos. N
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Q. How often do you use the building now? Q. If you use the building now, what types of activities do you utilize?

Frequency of Current Use Type of Current Use

Never - | was not aware of it

T

1%
After school care for children
Weight room (basement)
Children's classes

Indoor basketball

Adult classes

Private events (e.g. birthday party)
Civic meetings

Public restrooms

0% 20% 40% 60%

68% of respondents rarely or never
use the Rec Center Building today
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Preferred Enhancements

Q. Indicate your level of support for prioritizing these hypothetical building enhancements?

Meeting & activity space

Bathrooms with outside access

Arts & crafts space

Space for ping pong table, Foosball table, etc.
Gymnasium (basketball, volleyball, soccer, etc.)
Fitness space with fitness/aerobic equipment
Space for seniors

Space for teens

Music space

Storage space accessible from outside
Community roof-top garden

Performance space

Small outdoor amphitheater
Selectorized/Resistance weight training space
Warming kitchen

Office space for community organizations
Locker room

Small lap pool

Endless-style pool

Palisades museum space

Computer space

Library
NOTE: Excludes respondents who

indicated “I have no opinion”

B Strongly against Mildly against = Mildly in favor M Strongly in favor
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s Anticipated Use of Enhancements
MONTHLY+
H Never Rarely Monthly = Weekly = Multiple times per week USAGE*
Bathrooms with outside access 18% 24% 72%
Meeting & activity space 32% 47% 8% W 57%
Fitness space with fitness/aerobic equipment 17% 14% 56%
Gymnasium (basketball, volleyball, soccer, etc.) 18% 20% 50%
Space for ping pong table, Foosball table, etc. 23% 29% 49%
Selectorized/Resistance weight training space 19% 13% 43%
Small lap pool 13% 10% 42%
Endless-style pool 15% 9% 39%
Arts & crafts space 31% 23% 37%
Community roof-top garden 23% 16% 34%
Small outdoor amphitheater 41% 26% 6% W 34%
Office space for community organizations (PCA, ANC, etc.) 29% 23% | 29%
Performance space 39% 24% I 29%
Music space 28% 17% 8% W 28%
Space for seniors 18% 12% 24%
Locker room 20% 7% 24%
Space for teens 18% 11% 23%
Storage space accessible from outside 23% 11% %N 22%
Library 16% 8% N 15%
Warming kitchen 31% 10% Bl 13%
Palisades museum space 34% 12% N 13%
*Represents the combined number Computer space 19% 5% il 9%

of respondents who anticipate using
the enhancement at least monthly 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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The combined enhancement ranking is based on the average
percentage of respondents who both support the hypothetical
enhancement and expect to use it at least monthly.
Bathrooms with outside access
Meeting & activity space
Fitness space with fitness/aerobic equipment
Space for ping pong table, Foosball table, etc.
Gymnasium (basketball, volleyball, soccer, etc.)
Arts & crafts space
Selectorized/Resistance weight training space
Community roof-top garden
Small outdoor amphitheater
Performance space
Music space
Space for seniors
Space for teens
Storage space accessible from outside (for sports fields, etc.)
Small lap pool
Office space for community organizations (PCA, ANC, etc.)
Endless-style pool
Locker room
Warming kitchen
Palisades museum space
Computer space
Library

-5%

Combined Enhancement Ranking

Support + Expected Use

T 53%
e 52%
T 51%
e 49%
e 48%
T a7%
e 45%
e 1%
e 39%
e 30%
. 26%

. 19%

5% 15% 25% 35% 45% 55% 65%

75%

85%
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TOTAL
W Strongly against Mildly against Mildly in favor W Strongly in favor SUPPORT
Middle school-sized
0, 0, 0, 0,
basketball court (74' x 42') 16% 30% _ 56%
High school-sized o o
Half-sized high school 0 o
basketball court (42' x 50') _ 17% 37% 54%
| prefer no basketball o o
court be included in the plan 15% 9% 32%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated “I have no opinion”
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Q. How important is it to prioritize open use in the Q. What types of programming do you anticipate using
scheduling of a future building? in the future building?
Prioritizing Open Use Programming Preferences
2%

m Very important

® Programs organized by the Department of Parks & Recreation
m Somewhat important

. u i i i , , etc.
= Not very important Programs organized by private instructors, clubs, etc

» Not important m Personal use and/or informal use

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated “I do not know enough to answer”
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Q. To what extent should the current building be preserved?

Preserving the Current Building

80.0%

72.5%

70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%

20.0% 14.7%

10.0% 5.5% 7.3%

oon N L]

All of the building All of the facade of Some of the facade | am not concerned
should be preserved the building should of the building should about preserving
any of the current

(inside and outside) be preserved (front be preserved
and back sides) building

Preservation Preferences

Q. How important to you is it to preserve the flagstone
terrace in back of the current building?

Preserving the Outdoor Terrace

Very

\important

9%

87% of respondents are not concerned about preserving the
current building or support preserving only some of the facade

74% of respondents are not concerned
about preserving the outdoor terrace

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated
“I do not know enough to answer”
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B Strongly against Mildly against

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
7,500-15,000 SF
Serves residents living within one mile. Types of indoor - 13%

space: multi-purpose room, classrooms, support spaces
(restrooms, storage, office space, etc.)

COMMUNITY CENTER
15,000-30,000 SF

Serves residents living within two miles. Types of indoor

space: gym or multipurpose room, kitchen, classrooms, 0
computer lab, fitness center, lounge area (teen or senior). 10%
Aquatics (indoor or outdoor) could be included. Support

spaces (locker rooms, restrooms, storage, office space, etc).

DISTRICT CENTER
70,000-90,000 SF

Serves residents living within three miles. Types of indoor
space: Gymnasiums, elevated track, multipurpose room,
kitchen (teaching), classrooms (2), computer lab, arts &
crafts room, fitness center, lounge area (teen and senior),

game room, aquatics (indoor or outdoor) most likely
included, support spaces (locker rooms, restrooms, storage,
office space, etc.)

36%

23%

20%

Mildly in favor

20%

RETAIN CURRENT DIMENSIONS
Renovate the existing building, and make better 12%
use of the space.

0% 10% 20% 30%

40%

50%

60% 70%

Scope of a Future Building

H Strongly in favor

10%

80% 90% 100%

TOTAL
SUPPORT

76%

60%

44%

27%
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Q. If the footprint of the building is expanded, to what extent should If the footprint of the building is expanded, how important is it
to preserve/provide walking paths that maintain circulation

existing trees around the building be preserved?
around the building?

Ability to Walk around Building

Preservation of Existing Trees

| am not concerned about preserving any
existing trees

20%

I am concerned mostly about preserving
the one very large tree behind the
building

17%

Many of the existing trees should be
preserved, including the one very large
tree behind the building

22%

All existing trees should be preserved

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

81% of respondents are somewhat or
very concerned about retaining
footpath circulation

80% of respondents are concerned
about at least preserving the large tree
in back of the current building

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated “I do not know enough to answer”
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Q. What design elements for the new building are important to you?

TOTAL
B Strongly against Mildly against = Mildly in favor B Strongly in favor SUPPORT

A design that complements the terrain of the site I _ 97%
An energy efficient design (e.g. LEED certification) _ 96%
A design that mimic the character of the Palisades neighborhood 5% _ 91%
An innovative architectural design 12% _ 70%
a design that is contemporary in nature (e.g. lots of glass) 23% _ 59%
A design that reflects the character of the existing building 20% _ 48%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated “I have no opinion”
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Q. To what extent do you have concerns related to the potential building enhancements?

W Very concerned Mildly concerned ® Not very concerned M Not at all concerned

Sufficient parking

Traffic flow

Scale of building

Loss of open space

Noise & light pollution

Loss of building use during
construction

7%

0%

39%

35%

29

%

24%

20%

58

55

%

%

29%

40%

30%

32%

60%

26%

80%

100%

TOTAL
CONCERN

84%

81%

69%

67%

58%

31%

Potential Concerns

Q. How important is to you that the final building
plan be dependent upon results of a traffic and
parking study, and that any enhancements be a
function of available supporting infrastructure.

Parking & Traffic Study

Not
important
9%

78% of respondents believe it’s
important that the final building
plan be dependent on a traffic
and parking study.

NOTE: Excludes respondents who indicated
“I do not know enough to answer”
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Survey Findings

Based on the results of this survey, DPR/DGS should consider these survey findings:

Enhancements included in the new building should be primarily based on what is desired and what people
anticipate using (see page 8).

The current building should be replaced in full — or alternatively, the front facade of the building should be
partially preserved.

Preserving most of the current building exterior will unduly lead to the loss of valued open space and older
trees — which will threaten overall community support for the project.

The new building should be based on DPR’s Neighborhood Center model.

While there is support for a gymnasium with a middle school-size basketball court, long term guarantees are
required to ensure that:

o Reasonable time be preserved for open use of the gym during afterschool and weekend hours.

o No double scheduling will occur for the indoor and outdoor (soccer/baseball) sports facilities — in order
to minimize additional traffic and parking impact.

A traffic and parking study should take place before design decisions are made, and any enhancements must
be supported by appropriate infrastructure.
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Thank you to everyone who
participated in the survey!



